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Summary for LAA Occlusion 
Devices

• AFib occurs in 80% of 80 year olds = very prevalent
• Stroke is very common with AFib and is preventable
• Know how to calculate a CHADS-VASc and/or a HAS-BLED 

score
• Bleeding is the major complication of anticoagulation
• LAA Occlusion Devices should be used in:

• Recurrent/Uncorrectable GI or GU Bleeding
• Recurrent Falls or History of Head Injury/Bleed
• Inability to take anticoagulation (not CO$T)

Questions

• Should a patient be referred for a LAAO device 
because he/she does not want to or cannot 
afford to take anticoagulation?

• What are some real-life issues with LAAO 
device implantation that might make someone 
a suboptimal candidate for this?

• Why can’t a LAAO device be put in while the 
patient is an inpatient for a recurrent GI 
bleed?
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